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Joscvh We Burns, Ed ‘ Octobor, 196 

If vou (1)irish to be on our mailing list, (2) do not wish to bo on our 
moiling list, (3)irish to change or correct your addross, (4)need 2 ride 
or dircctions to the mectinz, »nlease contact us at the above adress. 





The next meeting of the Homophile Movement of the Lehigh Vallocy 
will be held at Bowmanstown on Oct. 26 (Sunday) at 2:007P.M. This iill 
be a business mecting continuing discussion of important issucs which 
have come uy. 


OP PAT.'GS PASS =D 

The Septonber meeting of the sroun met tnith 11 members and 5 fricnds, 
Ron &., presiding. The minutes and treasury revort with a cash balance 
of $90.04 were read and avvroved. Tio new members were roccivod.e 

Under old businoss: The Unitarian-—Chureh-has boen annroachced for a 
mecting place and will require a formel approach to their Board of 
Directors on the third Sunday of Oc:ober. The By-Laws Committee held 
an oven forum to »resent their work and to receive further suggestions 
or criticisns. 

Under now business: A sugsestion to have a theater party to sec 
“Puvvy Dog Tails” in New York was discussed, and a volountary committcc 
establisned by Warren and Alan to plan such an event. Many inquirics 
about us by other homophile organizations have been recicved, and Ken 
was anpointed to set our newslettor on an exchange syston with other 
groups. Most of this contact will likely be through NACHO Clearing 
House in Zansas City, Mo. 

aefreshments and socializing folloted the mecting. 


EDITOR'S NOTES | 
The hiovement has been given a small core of about 150 books on 
homosexuality and/or related subjects. Of these, about a third are non- 
fiction by authoritics on male an d fomale homosexuality, and sexual 
deviancee The rest is recent »lays, novels, and biographics by or 
about homosoxualse Pcrsons wishing to utilizo our library may do so by 
contacting the Director through the above address. 
Beginnings in this issuc, reviows will avocar of books in our library, 
and other books our memboers or friends care to review or have reviewed 
for thom. 


On the 18th and 19th of this month our Dircctor will be observing 
the Philedel»yhia Conference of SCHO (Zast Coast Homovhile Organizations ) 
and has »romised a revort on those »rocecdings. 


The By-Laws Committec has recieved no suggestions on the name of our 
organization. Frankly, the editor prefers Hattichine of the Lchigzh 
Valley. The MNattachine name is widely imoiwm and much resnected as rep- 
resentative of the finest hcnovhile work. We belicve that ovr organ- 
ization will be fine cnough deserve and live uv to this name. 


A »roposed sorics of articles for those vases will be “Oursclvecs As 
Others Soc Us,” or cssays by non-gays on thoir reactions’ to and in- 
pressions of homoscxuals. Too often gay poovle foar the reactions .6f 
others to thcir honoscxuality. This scrics will attompt to make clcar 
how real this fcar is, and hot well the outside world sccs us. Alrcady 
ie have avproached a ministor and tho sister of onc of our members for 
articles. If you know an articulate pcrson who by reason of his special 
relation to the gay community misht have somothing to say about it, 
Yloasc contact the cditor to ciscuss the vossibility of oan article. 
Thoir eanonmity is garauntcad. 

BUSY BODY 

(Hditor’s noto: Busy Body, here making her debut, informed us that 
hor name is dorivod from her “love of soxcorcises and beautiful bodics¢s 
She also is a closct auccn and has asked that her identity be kent a 
sccerct. ) 


Dear Dear #ditor. 


Its been Such a Busy summer...EveryBody Flyins back and forth to 
Atlantic City and Ud to the mountains and Out to the troods...and the 
Fabulous Reading »icnic...and Lovely Lovely partics...I Ncod a RceSte.e. 
But the Drag Shows arc Coming u» Soon: and I'm working Nedly to finish 
my goin for the lasque...This yoar I'm trearing Light Groon Chiffon and 
a blond wig and Red accossoricseeel will Stun You...Jack loves me in it 
eeellave you Been around the Bothilchem T--Roon latocly...Gaid ‘hat an 
Improvement...And Did You Sce The Midnight Cotwboy...That Jon Voight is 
eeel haven't cricd so much sinco I saw that Bcautiful Romco go to Bod 
with a Girl...Just the other day I was in New York to soc “Oh: Calcutta: 
and I Couldn’t Rosist it- I I Just Had To Sec a Pat Rocco film and They 
arc EvoryThine In Living Color You have hoard they Aro...and “Oh! 
Calcuttai“ tas all those Funny lovely Things unclad...And Jack, the yooi 
thing, has an itch that necds Scratched... 


Tu Tah 
Busy Body 


The Gay World:"Male Honosexuality and the Social Creation of Zvil? by 
Martin Hoffman, Basic Books, Now York, 1968, 35.95 and Bantam Books, 
31.225. Rovicwod by Duneen Urigsht. (In our library) 


This bool: is the result of denth study undertaken by Dr. Hoffman 
from 1965-68mong the male homoscxual povuletion of Los Angeles. In it 
he dcseribes that »nonulation as he has oxvericnced it by direct obscr- 
vation and dovth intecrvici of many of its membors, as well as considor- 
ing that vo»nulation as a social psychiatrist intcrosted in tho las, 
Literature, and sociology of that culture. Also as 2 social psychiatrist 
he analyzes the »roblems faced by honosoxucls in socicty and recommends 
Some solutions. 

orc, thon, are discussions of gay bors, who gocs there and what 
they are like, the baths and what haovens there, gay partics, T-rooms, 
narks, and strects. These are scen objoctively and discussed in both 
their good and i11.Here are the kinds of »eonle involved in gay living, 
some with fanilics, somo in gay marriages, youns mon much sought aftor, 
Older men adjusting to thoir lack of desirability. Hore are our »roblons 
promiscuity vs. stable relationshins, the laws wrohibiting homosexual 
Deohavior, polices harrassment, rejection by socicty, tho viow of hono- 
soxuality as a pathology in itsclf- scauarly feccd and discussad. 

All thesc, says Hoffman, are creation of socictyz shunting homoscxuals 
into a ghetto without walls, and ignoring them, or condoning and reo- 
oressing it whonevor homoscxuality dares to raisc its too-ugly hoade 
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nig,, Hoffman citos evid-nes fron i weccable authority that 
homosexuality is not a mantal il. »5 tnough such illness docs fro- 
quently result from the vressurcs we faec, that volicc harrassment and 
entrapment arc unjustifiod, that the sodomy laws are outdated and 
usclcss. 

In conclusion, Hoffman recommends onding discrimination against hono- 
Ssexuals by abolishing laws, ccasing to fire them, and cnding policc 
harassmont. 

Hoffman is vory fairsThe gay life gcts as many licks as our fricnds 
in the straisht world:0r conmveroe this book to the unadultoratead »re- 
judicec of Bereslecr on noiosozuality. 

The book also brinss to mind other needed arcas of investigation 
such as honosczuality in small totms (»xo»ulation under 50,000) which 
is vostulatcd fron the rovicwors »orsonal experiences to be radically 
difforont from that in Hoffman's book. Nor docs Hoffman account for the 
isolated homosczual who raroly if ever a pears in gay socisty, and 
whose nattern of life is structered around his work, his cavocations,or 
clsouhore. And more documentation is roquircd of discrimination: It is 
investigated yos, but rarcly brought togeothor and forecfully presented. 


~ * i J- 
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I’ll Get Thore. It Batter Be Worth The Tri»v., by John Donavan, Harper 
& Row, Now Yor, 1959, $3.95. RevViowdd DY Johnathan Cocoae (Donated to 
our library) 


This book is the 1959 Honor Book of the Book World Childron's Spring 
Festival. Likcly, it was chosen for several reasons. Surely one reason 
is bocause it is 2 woll written, accurate account of a boy in one of the 
most difficult and s»xecial years of his lifc- when he is just thirtccn- 
the yoar when one is clearly caught betieen boyhood and manhood. It 
misht also have bceon choson because, for borhavs the first time anywherc 
in children's literature, an adolescent homosexual cncountcr is simoly 
and frankly »ortraycd. 

The story, secon through the ocycs of the boy, David Ross, is of 
David's move from Boston, whore he has lived with his beloved dog named 
Frod, to Now York where ho lives with his divorecd anc secningsly alco- 
holic mother. This shift, dotormined by his rclations gathered aftor 
his grandnmotner'’s funoral, involves Davic in a now way of life in his 
mothor'’s apartment and hor alcoholism. On weekends, David stays with 
his father tho has sines roemarricd, and who takes David on tours of Not 
1Or Ks 

Also thore is school, new fricnds, and eventually baseball where 
David shines like an athicte among the city bread kids. Sut onc fricnd, 
Dougic Altschulor, becomes David's s»necial fricnd. In tho course of 
this friendshi» an incident develo»vs when David and Douwsgic. finding 
thomselves in close proximity and feeling strangc, they kisse Later, a 
weckond when Dougic visits overnight, they have relations. Then on an- 
other occassion then thoy aro innocent, they arc discovered by David's 
mothor. She, slichtily hystorical, calls his father imo intorvicus 
David and cxplains that sometimes adolescents, in the confusion of »bu- 
boral changes, are led to scxual incidcnts with fricnds of the sanc 
sex, but that thess should be handled so as “not to closc off other 
ways of lifceY During the intervicou David's mother has taken the dog 
for a walk, but Fred gots loose and is kilicd. Disconsulata, David 
blancs the death on relations with Altschuler, and avoids Douvio for a 
long time. The story closes on the roo»vening of thet fricndshi». 

David's lively comacnts on the »eovle and intidonts around him won- 
derfully evince the critical canacitios of a thirtccn yoar old boy. 
Also, his reactions, somectines mature, somctimes childish, arc delight 
ful and sonowhat troical thirtoon. 

Many people will welcome this book, note 
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te .bly those who are aware of 
the need for sexual onlightonment of the best 


kind in children's 


1 
iJ 
S 


Literature. It will bo cherished, howover, bY thos: Who mro a boy just 
Sixtcon, not yot old cnough to bea insultad by children's litcraturo, 

and who may have recontly cxoerioneed an incident like the ono dos- 
cribcd, and a man who can and wants to romembcer that yoar when somcthing 
1 j and ay Ari. 4 His i1ifs 

beautiful and compelling camce into his lifo. 


A GIGGLE OR THO 

Three Jowish mothors one day wore sitting around talking about thoir 
resvective sons. The first said, “lly son is doing finc. Has a good job 
at Western Electric, but-hoe marricd a Catholic girl? After much head 
shaking and noanings, the second mother said, “ity son also is doing well. 
Has 2 good job at Genoral Zloctric, but he marricd a Pucrto Rican girl’ 
iiuch more head shaking and moaning until the third mothor said, “ly son 
has a very good job at ilack Trucks, but he is a homoscxualY Vory much 
hoad shaking and moaning on this. "But? said the third mothor, “it isn’t 
too bad, he is going with such a nicc Jowish boy. 

(contributcd by Werron BR.) 


Picture a loving pair of gays welking arm in arm down the strcocct. 
ahead of them aro a man and his wife arcuing and gestulating wildly in 
the battle of the contury. After thoy have vassced this sccnec, onc gay 
turns to the other and says nildly, “Sec George, I told you those 
Mixed marriages never work? 


Poctry 


co eo = 


L desires. I inquirc.. 
XOOrs vass.. Yoars Dass. .« 
You sneak... You speake. 
Hands mect.. Hands mecte. 
wQ part. . Te part. » 
Tears smart.. Tears smart. . 
I inquire, What's desire, 
My Lad. lod? 

What noxt? What next? 


(contributed by John, a non-membor) 
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